IOS                     MUSSOLINI
In the same month the Socialist deputy, Matteotti, was murdered.
The battle is still raging around this mysterious murder, but it seems more or less proved that it had been perpetrated by Fascists. Mussolini himself does not deny it, To quote his own words : " The Socialists were looking for a martyr who might be of use for their oratory and at once, before anything definite could possibly be known, they accused Fascism. By my orders we began the most anxious and complete investigation. The Government decided to act with the greatest energy, not only for reasons of justice, but also to stop, from the first moment, the spreading of any kind of calumny. I threw the Prefect and Police Chief of Rome, the Secretary of the Interior, Finzi, and the Chief of the Press Office, Cesare Rossi, into the labour of clearing the mystery. The work of the Police for the discovery of the guilty persons was ordered without stuil Very soon it was possible to identify the guilty. They were of high station. They came from the Fascist group*
*The author's italics